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INTRODUCTION 

 
The 2019 “long” session of the North Carolina General 
Assembly was one of the longest sessions in recent memory, 
yet was marked much more by what did not get done than 
what did. Governor Cooper’s #1 priority for the year was an 
expansion of the state Medicaid program. Legislative 
leaders wanted to pass a budget that further reduced taxes 
and made politically-popular investments in education 
among other priorities, and in the end both sides were left 
empty-handed. Although we have rung in a new year, last 
year’s stalemate remains unchanged. Republicans could not 
convince or pressure enough Democrats to side with them 
and oppose the Governor on his veto of the budget, and not 
even a watered-down version of Medicaid expansion backed 
by some House Republicans could gain traction. After a full 
year of debate on these issues, little to no progress has been 
made and a budget is still nowhere in sight. The deadlock 
made moving many other bills – even those with bipartisan 
and stakeholder support – very difficult. Now looking 
towards election season, both parties are continuing to point 
fingers at the other over who is to blame for the lack of a 
budget and teacher raises after an exceedingly long session, 
and both argue that the other party’s decisions this session 
will hurt them at the polls.  
  
After a historically long “Long” session, the General 
Assembly convened for a one-day session this week where 
they discussed the budget impasse, scholarships for children 
of wartime veterans, and what we can expect next from the 
legislature. Fixing the funding issue for military family 
scholarships was the main legislative priority for this week’s 
session late last year. Some college students who received 
these scholarships were hit with an unexpected bill from 
their universities after the scholarship funding ran out. The 
state addressed this problem for last semester by taking 
money from this semester’s scholarship fund to cover the 
cost, and the General Assembly approved more than $2 
million in new funding for the scholarships. Students at 
community colleges or universities are eligible for the 
scholarship if one or both of their parents qualify as 
“deceased, disabled, combat or POW/MIA veterans.” After 
Gov. Cooper authorized the Veterans Department to take 
money from the spring semester’s funds the students who 
were shorted in the fall received their promised funding. 
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The General Assembly gaveled out Tuesday with a resolution to return on April 28th. In Sen. 
Berger’s Tuesday press conference, the Senate leader predicted that we likely will not see a budget 
bill for this year's short session, thanks to the ongoing budget impasse and the lack of votes in the 
Senate to uphold a veto override. If that's true, it could be a very short session this spring. Berger 
predicted a late May adjournment. 
  
The adjournment resolution that brings the legislature back into session on April 28 limits the 
matters that may be considered to: 
 

• bills concerning the State budget, or State or local pension or retirement systems, which 
must be submitted to the Legislative Drafting Division by May 1, 2020, and be introduced 
in the House or filed in the Senate by May 14, 2020; 

• bills and resolutions implementing recommendations of specified legislative committees 
and commissions, including the General Statutes Commission, the Courts Commission, the 
House Ethics Committee, and the Joint Legislative Ethics Committee, which must be 
submitted to the Legislative Drafting Division by April 30, 2020, and introduced in the 
House or filed in the Senate by May 13, 2020; 

• local bills submitted to the Legislative Drafting Division by May 5, 2020, and introduced 
in the House or filed in the Senate by May 19, 2020, that are accompanied by sponsor 
certification that the bill will not require a public hearing, is noncontroversial, and the bill 
is approved by all members whose districts are involved; 

• bills providing for constitutional amendments or statutory amendments to implement 
proposed constitutional amendments; 

• bills and resolutions introduced in 2019 that passed the crossover deadline and were not 
disposed of in the other house by tabling, unfavorable committee report, indefinite 
postponement, or failure to pass any reading and which do not violate the receiving house's 
rules; 

• bills concerning legislative appointments, elections, or confirmation; 
• bills concerning action on gubernatorial nominations or appointments; 
• bills concerning any matter approved by two-thirds majority of those present and voting; 
• joint resolutions authorizing the immediately preceding bills described; 
• joint resolutions and simple resolutions authorized by Senate Rule 40.1 or House Rule 31; 
• bills returned by the Governor with objections; 
• bills responding to litigation challenging the legality of legislative enactments; 
• bills related to election laws; 
• bills to disapprove rules under GS 150B-21.3; 
• bills providing for impeachment; 
• bills revising or establishing districts for any elected federal, State, or local office; and 
• a joint resolution further adjourning the 2019 Regular Session to a certain date, amending 

a joint resolution adjourning the 2019 Regular Session to a certain date; or adjourning the 
2019 Regular Session sine die. 

 
North Carolina will have a historically short primary season this year, as our state plans to partake 
in Super Tuesday on March 3, 2020, along with fourteen other states. With the two most populous 
states, California and Texas, holding their primaries on Super Tuesday, more than one third of the 
U.S. population is expected to vote on March 3rd. North Carolina lawmakers chose to bump our 
presidential primaries to early March in order to give our state a bigger role in the nomination 
process; however, this change means primary candidates have considerably less time to fundraise 
and get their message out to voters. 
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All 170 legislative seats are up as they are each even numbered year, with races for U.S. Senator, 
Governor, Lt. Governor, Secretary of State, Superintendent of Public Instruction and other 
statewide offices. Most of the primary action will be in races for U.S. Senate (with current NC 
Sen. Erica Smith facing former Sen. Cal Cunningham for the Democratic nomination to face 
incumbent U.S. Senator Thom Tillis), Governor (with State Rep. Holly Grange challenging Lt. 
Governor Dan Forest for the GOP nomination to face Gov. Cooper), Lt. Governor (with multiple 
candidates in each party’s primary, including a number of current NCGA members), with a number 
of legislative seats hosting competitive primaries as well.  
  
As an Association, the Towing and Recovery Professionals of North Carolina was influential 
in helping develop and influence a number of pieces of legislation during the 2019 “long” session 
of the North Carolina General Assembly. Coalition leadership and lobbyists from our team worked 
to ensure that legislation helpful to TRPNC members - such as Senate Bill 29, which includes our 
“Amber light” provisions – was passed into law. TRPNC was also able to ensure a proposal in 
House Bill 470 that would have limited special court proceedings for disposal of abandoned 
vehicles to a single vehicle per proceeding (and $120 court fee) was amended in favor of TRPNC. 
More information about these bills is below. 
 
The weeks ahead will be very active, with campaigning, interim committees meeting, and 
preparations for the short session occupying not only members and candidates but also staff, 
advocates, and organizations alike. As always, we’ll continue to keep you posted on any relevant 
developments.  
 
 

LEGISLATION ENACTED 
 

HOUSE BILL 67, Road Barrier Prohibition. This legislation expands a prohibition on driving 
upon, moving, or damaging, roadway barriers erected by the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation for construction work, to include roadway barriers erected for closures due to 
dangerous conditions. Effective: Applies to offenses committed on or after December 1, 2019.  
 
HOUSE BILL 130, Allow Game Nights. This legislation allows an exempt organization to conduct 
game nights at a qualified facility, and: 

• defines an exempt organization as an organization that has been in continuous existence 
for at least five years and that is exempt from taxation under section 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), 
501(c)(5), or 501(c)(6) of the United States Internal Revenue Code;  

• defines game night as a specific event at which games of chance are played and prizes are 
awarded by raffle and that is sponsored by or on behalf of an exempt organization for the 
primary purpose of raising funds for the exempt organization or is sponsored by an 
employer or trade association; 

• allows each regional or county chapter of an exempt organization to conduct game nights 
independently of its parent organization, provided that the regional or county chapter has 
been in continuous existence for at least five years; 

• makes it a Class 2 misdemeanor to conduct a game night in violation of the statutes, and 
provides that, in addition to any fine that may be imposed, an exempt organization 
convicted of a violation may not conduct a game night for a period of one year from the 
date of the conviction; 

• requires an application for a game night permit to be submitted to the Alcohol Law 
Enforcement Headquarters at least 30 days in advance of the date for the game night event; 

• specifies the information that must be included in the permit application; 
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• requires a separate application for each game night event, and charges for a fee of $100 for 
each permit; 

• limits the number of game night events conducted or sponsored by an exempt organization 
to four events per year and to not more than a period of five hours each per event and no 
more than one game night event in any quarter of a calendar year that begins January 1; 

• prohibits the operation of a game night event between the hours of 2:00 A.M. and 12:00 
noon Monday through Saturday or between the hours of 2:00 A.M. and 2:00 P.M. Sunday; 

• provides that no games at a game night event may be played for cash or a cash prize, and 
requires prizes to be awarded only through a raffle;  

• prohibits the cost of the prizes and expenses to operate the game night event, excluding the 
cost of food, beverages, and entertainment, from exceeding the proceeds derived from the 
event; 

• specifies that only the following games are allowed: roulette; blackjack; poker; craps; 
simulated horse race; or merchandise wheel of fortune; 

• allows an employer, with 25 or more employees, to hold a game night event for employees 
and guests or a trade association, with 25 or more members, to hold a game night event for 
its members and guests, and for persons to participate in a game night conducted pursuant 
to this section, provided all of the following conditions are met: there is no cost or charge 
to the attendees; the employer or trade association obtains a permit and pays the required 
fee; and the game night event is held at a qualified facility; 

• provides for the registration, possession, and transportation of gaming equipment; 
• includes a permit procedure for game night vendors;  
• provides that these provisions may not be construed to authorize the possession, 

transportation, or use of any slot machine, video gaming machine, or electronic machine 
or device as prohibited by statute; and 

• directs the Department of Public Safety to: (1) report to the 2020 Regular Session of the 
General Assembly detailing the administration of game night event permits, including the 
total number of applications received by permittee type, the total number of permits issued, 
the number of ABC violations reported at establishments that hosted game night events, 
and any other information the Department deems appropriate; and(2) provide a 
recommendation as to whether the General Assembly should modify this act and submit 
any recommended proposed legislation to the 2020 Regular Session of the General 
Assembly. 

Effective: June 1, 2019. 
 
HOUSE BILL 179, Mini-Truck Classification. This legislation makes various changes to the 
State’s motor vehicle laws to define and allow for the operation of mini-trucks on roadways with 
specific restrictions. Effective: June 21, 2019.  
 
HOUSE BILL 187, Amend Town of Elon Charter/Parking Ordinances. This legislation amends 
the charter of the Town of Elon to provide that the board of Aldermen may, by ordinance, adopt 
parking provisions, as follows: 

• each 24-hour period a vehicle remains illegally parked in the same on-street parking space 
is a separate offense, and the violator may be given a ticket for each offense; 

• any vehicle that has been towed for a parking violation must be held until the towing fee 
and penalties for all outstanding parking tickets and parking penalties owed to the Town 
are paid in full, or a bond is posted. Payment of the towing fee, parking tickets, and parking 
penalties is not a waiver of a person's right to contest those items; and 

• the use of wheel locks and towing is permitted for a vehicle parked in a public vehicular 
area for which there is one or more outstanding, unpaid, and overdue parking tickets for a 
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period of 45 days. The ordinance must provide for notice or warning to be affixed to the 
vehicle, immobilization, towing, impoundment, appeal, an immobilization fee not to 
exceed $50.00, and charges for towing and storage. The town is not responsible for damage 
to an immobilized vehicle parked in a public vehicular area that results from unauthorized 
attempts to free or move that vehicle.  

 Effective: July 10, 2019.   
 
HOUSE BILL 206, Various Transportation Changes. This bill contains a variety of changes to 
North Carolina laws dealing with transportation issues and the Department of Transportation. 
Included in the bill is a provision that would modify NCGS 20-37.6(d) to clarify that a parking 
space designated for handicapped persons includes clearly marked access aisles, and all provisions, 
restrictions, and penalties applicable to parking in spaces designated for handicapped persons also 
apply to clearly marked access aisles. Effective: August 21, 2019. 
 
HOUSE BILL 211, Various DMV Changes. This legislation makes various changes to the State’s 
motor vehicles law, including:  

• clarifies that fuel cell electric vehicles and plug-in electric vehicles are those that do not 
have the ability to be propelled by a gasoline engine; 

• removes the signature line from the motor vehicle registration card; 
• amends the full provisional license, including that a full provisional license issued to a 

person under the age of 18 expires 60 days following the person's twenty-first birthday 
(was, on the person’s 21st birthday), and allowing the remote conversion of provisional 
licenses; 

• allows for a liability insurance lapse penalty waiver for vehicles subsequently registered 
out-of-state when certain requirements are met; 

• requires all registration plates to be replaced every seven years, and requires the Division 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to replace special registration plates on July 1, 2021, and other 
registration plates beginning on July 1, 2020; 

• exempts from the safety helmet requirement operators and passengers of an autocycle that 
is equipped with a roll bar or roll cage; and 

• directs the Joint Legislative Transportation Oversight Committee to study the feasibility of 
making digital license plates publicly available as an alternative to traditional physical 
registration plates, and to report to the 2020 General Assembly. 

Effective: September 27, 2019, except as otherwise provided. 
 
HOUSE BILL 337, Change Salvage Vehicle Transfer Requirements. This legislation makes 
various changes to the State’s motor vehicle titling laws relating to salvage certificates of title. 
This legislation:  

• adds a salvage certificate of title to the list of documents for which the North Carolina 
Division of Motor Vehicles (NCDMV) may receive electronically signed applications, and 
specifies that the Division will be held harmless from any liability to a claim arising from 
applications submitted with inaccurate electronic signatures; 

• clarifies language authorizing registration vendors, under contract with the North Carolina 
Division of Motor Vehicles, to enter into contracts with used motor vehicle dealers of 
salvaged vehicles to complete and file documents for salvage title transactions; 

• exempts transfers and assignments of title, to or from an insurer for salvage vehicles, from 
the notarization requirement and also for title reassignment and title warranty; 

• clarifies that all salvage certificate of title applications by insurers will be subject to the 
application fee of $20; and 
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• excludes the following documents from the notarization requirement when the transaction 
involves an insurer transaction for a salvaged motor vehicle: transfers of ownership on a 
certificate of title; a power of attorney designation; an odometer disclosure statement; and 
a salvage certificate of title application. 

Effective: October 1, 2019.  
 
HOUSE BILL 391, Passenger Protection Act. This legislation enacts a variety of provisions 
regarding Transportation Network Companies, which are defined as “any person that uses an 
online-enabled application or platform to connect passengers with TNC drivers who provide 
prearranged transportation services,” and drivers, which is obviously directed at services such as 
Uber and Lyft. The legislation: 

• amends Transportation Network Company (TNC) safety requirements by requiring: 
o a TNC to specifically include in their records each driver's name and current address 

the TNC has on record at the time the driver's relationship with the TNC ended, in 
this State for one year from the date the TNC driver terminated their relationship 
with the transportation network company; 

o a TNC driver to display the license plate number of the TNC driver's vehicle in a 
location that is visible from the front of the vehicle at the time a TNC service begins 
and at all times during a TNC service. The vehicle's license plate number must be 
printed in a legible and contrasting font no smaller than three inches in height but 
is not required to be permanently mounted on the vehicle; 

o a TNC driver to display consistent and distinctive signage or emblems on the TNC 
driver's vehicle at all times when the TNC driver is active on the TNC digital 
platform or when providing any TNC service that reasonably assists customers to 
identify or verify a TNC driver responding to a ride request; 

• makes it an infraction and punishable by a $250 fine for failing to display the license plate 
number of the TNC driver's vehicle as required; 

• creates a criminal offense for impersonating a TNC driver. Impersonating a TNC driver 
during the commission of a separate felony offense is a Class H felony, and any other 
violation is a Class 2 misdemeanor; and 

• creates a new Class A1 misdemeanor criminal offense for assaulting a transportation 
network company (TNC) driver providing a transportation network company (TNC) 
service. 

Effective: The TNC safety requirements are effective October 1, 2019. The other provisions 
are effective December 1, 2019, and apply to offenses committed on or after that date. 
 
HOUSE BILL 399, Extend Tax Credits/Other Finance Changes. This legislation makes the 
following finance law changes:  

• allows an income exclusion for distributions from IRAs to charities by taxpayers age 70½ 
or older, effective for taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2019; 

• allows an income tax deduction for amounts received as a JDIG, JMAC, or OneNC grant, 
effective for taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2020; 

• extends the following sunsets for four years, from January 1, 2020, until January 1, 2024:  
Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit; Sales tax exemption and refund for professional 
motorsports racing teams or related members of a team; and the Sales tax exemption for 
aviation gasoline and jet fuel sold to an interstate air business; and 

• appropriates to the Department of Revenue from the Collections Assistance Fee Special 
Fund $12.5 million for critical costs associated with tax systems operations and 
maintenance upgrades for the 2019-20 fiscal year, and $4.4 million to contract with a 
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vendor to perform identity theft and tax fraud analysis using the Government Data 
Analytics Center (GDAC) for the 2019-20 and the 2020-21 fiscal years. 

Effective: November 1, 2019, except as otherwise provided. 
 
HOUSE BILL 470, Administration of Justice Changes. Among other provisions, this legislation: 

• directs the Supreme Court to promulgate rules authorizing electronic filing and electronic 
signatures in the General Court of Justice. The rules will require registration to participate 
in electronic filing and provide security procedures that include a mandatory submission 
of a form of identification to electronically file pro se. Effective: December 1, 2019.  

• amends the mental state for the crime of perjury from “willfully and corruptly” to 
"knowingly and intentionally"; and 

• permits a party aggrieved by an order or decision of the Office of Administrative hearings 
to appeal to the superior court for a de novo hearing. 

Effective: Except as noted, November 6, 2019. 
 
HOUSE BILL 470, Administration of Justice Changes. Among other provisions, this legislation 
amends the current law which allows a lienor to institute a special proceeding to sell a vehicle 
which has a fair market value of less than $800 in cases in which the certified mail notice is 
returned undeliverable or if the legal title holder cannot be reasonably ascertained. The legislation 
limits the special proceeding to no more than ten vehicle per special proceeding. A previous 
version of the bill would have limited each proceeding to the sale of a single vehicle. The 
Towing and Recovery Professionals of North Carolina opposed this change and worked with 
bill sponsors to modify the provision to 10 vehicles. Changing the number of vehicles from 1 to 
10, will have a huge financial impact to TRPNC members. Effective: November 6, 2019.  
 
HOUSE BILL 546, Prohibit Counterfeit/Nonfunctional Airbags. This legislation provides 
definitions and creates criminal offenses regarding the trade or transfer of motor vehicles with 
nonfunctional airbags or counterfeit air bag components, and clarifies that actual knowledge of the 
counterfeit component or of the nonfunctional airbag is required for criminal liability. Effective: 
October 1, 2019 and applies to offenses committed on or after that date. 
 
HOUSE BILL 590, Amend Administrative Procedure Laws. This legislation makes various 
amendments to the State’s administrative procedure laws, including: 

• providing that an agency is not required to publish a notice of text in the North Carolina 
Register or hold a public hearing when it proposes to change the rule in response to a 
request or an objection by the Commission, unless the Commission determines that the 
change is substantial; 

• clarifying the contested case policy to provide that a party or person aggrieved is not 
required to petition an agency for rule making or to seek or obtain a declaratory ruling 
before commencing a contested case;  

• providing that a person aggrieved is not required to petition an agency for rule making or 
to seek or obtain a declaratory ruling before obtaining judicial review of a final decision or 
order; 

• amending the definition of “public comment” as “written comments objecting to the rule, 
in whole or in part, or objecting to an agency's determination of the rule as necessary or 
unnecessary, received by an agency from any member of the public, including an 
association or other organization representing the regulated community or other members 
of the public.” 

Effective: July 19, 2019, except as otherwise provided. 
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HOUSE BILL 604, Small Business Retirement Program. This legislation establishes a 10-member 
Joint Legislative Study Committee on Small Business Retirement Options to study: 

• ways the State can reduce the regulatory and operational burden on small businesses that 
want to offer payroll deduction retirement savings options to employees; 

• mechanisms the State could use to assist citizens to be more prepared to retire in a 
financially secure manner, including the operation of a State-administered Individual 
Retirement Account or multiple employer plan; 

• the feasibility and benefits of partnering with other similar programs established in other 
jurisdictions; and 

• optimal oversight for any proposed retirement program. 
The Committee will report its findings and recommendations, including any recommended 
legislation, to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the President Pro Tempore of the 
Senate, and the Fiscal Research Division no later than March 31, 2020. Effective: August 27, 
2019. 
 
HOUSE BILL 646, ID Approval/Flex Muni One-Stop. This legislation includes the details on the 
voter ID law that was approved in a voter referendum. There has been a great deal of litigation 
over this issue as the first set of rules were found to be unconstitutional limitations on voting rights. 
Just in the last month a Judge has ruled that voter ID will not be required for the upcoming 
primaries but litigation continues so we will see when a voter ID requirement will begin! The new 
rules included in the law: 

• clarifies the approval process for student and employee identification cards for voting 
purposes to require that (1) the photograph obtained (i) is a frontal image that includes the 
student's/employee’s face and (ii) represents a clear, accurate likeness of the 
student/employee to whom the identification card is issued. If the photograph is one not 
produced by the university or college or its agents or the state or local government entity 
or charter school, it must certify in detail the process used to ensure the photograph is that 
of the student/employee to whom the identification card is issued and shall certify that the 
process is designed to confirm the identity of the student to whom the identification card 
is issued; and (2) access to the equipment for producing the identification cards is restricted 
through security measures; 

• provides an additional window for approval of student and employee identification cards 
for the 2020 elections;  

• requires the State Board to publish sample student identification cards for each 
participating university and college; 

• provides that an approved student identification card or employee identification card 
without a printed expiration date is eligible for use in any election held before January 1, 
2021; and  

• provides flexibility in the number of hours of early one-stop voting in odd-numbered year 
elections to allow county boards of elections by unanimous vote of all its members to 
propose a Plan for Implementation providing for sites in that county for absentee ballots to 
be applied for and cast in elections conducted in odd-numbered years. The proposed Plan 
for Implementation must specify the hours of operation for the county board of elections 
for an election conducted in that county for that odd-numbered year. 

Effective: June 3, 2019. 
 
HOUSE BILL 658, Allow Donations of Unexpired Drugs. This legislation modifies the expired 
drug provision of the Drug, Supplies, and Medical Device Repository Program to allow 
participating pharmacists to accept and dispense drugs that have not reached their expiration date 
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for the purpose of increasing access for individuals who are uninsured or underinsured. Effective: 
June 26, 2019. 
 
HOUSE BILL 724, Truth In Caller ID Act. This legislation: (1) expands the definitions of the 
terms telephone solicitation and unsolicited telephone call to also include text communications in 
addition to voice communications; (2) prohibits a telephone solicitor from causing misleading 
information to be transmitted to users of caller identification technologies, or otherwise block or 
misrepresent the origin of the telephone solicitation(otherwise known as spoofing); and (3) 
provides that it is not a violation for a telephone solicitor to utilize the name and number of the 
entity the solicitation is being made on behalf of rather than the name and number of the telephone 
solicitor. Effective: December 1, 2019. 
 
HOUSE BILL 760, Expand Loss Prevention Investigations. This legislation expands the 
investigative authority of loss prevention workers by amending the definition of private protective 
services to clarify that the term does not include an employee of a security department of a private 
business or other employee whose primary duty involves loss prevention or that conducts 
investigations on matters internal to the business affairs of the business or related to the location, 
disposition, or recovery of lost or stolen property reasonably believed to be owned by the business. 
The new law also clarifies that a prosecution for obtaining property by false pretenses is not barred 
because some acts constituting the crime did not occur within the State. Effective: The first 
provision is effective October 1, 2019, and the prosecution provision is effective December 1, 
2019, and applies to offenses committed on or after that date. 
 
HOUSE BILL 871, Fair Contracting. This legislation provides that a contract for engineering, 
architectural, landscape architectural, or surveying services is void and against public policy if the 
contract requires that one party to the agreement indemnify, hold harmless, or defend the other 
party, its independent contractors, agents, employees, or any other person or entity. Contract 
agreements providing only for indemnification for damages or expenses to the extent resulting 
from the negligence, recklessness, or intentionally wrongful conduct of the promisor, its 
employees, agents, or other persons utilized by the promisor in the performance of the contract are 
exempt. Effective: August 1, 2019, and applies to contracts entered into, renewed, or 
amended on or after that date. 
 
HOUSE BILL 917, Emergency Declaration/Clarify Rd Closure. This legislation clarifies that a 
local declaration of emergency includes the authority to close roads and public vehicular areas to 
the public within the emergency area during the emergency. Effective: July 8, 2019. 
 
HOUSE BILL 934, Right to Try Adult Stem Cell Treatments. This legislation expands the “Right 
to Try Act” to allow patients with chronic or terminal diseases to receive adult stem cell treatment 
that is in clinical trials on humans, but has not yet been approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration. This new law: 

• allows eligible patients with chronic or terminal illnesses to receive adult stem cell 
treatment that is in clinical trials on humans, but has not yet been approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration, provided that treatment meets all of the following criteria: 

o It is administered by a licensed physician. 
o It is overseen by an institutional review board. 
o It is provided an accredited medical school, a facility affiliated with an accredited 

medical school, and any facility approved by an institutional review board. 
• requires institutional review boards to be affiliated with accredited medical schools or 

licensed hospitals, to keep records of all patients who receive adult stem cell treatment, and 



 
 

10 
 

to submit an annual report to the North Carolina Medical Review Board, which can adopt 
rules to govern these review boards; 

• makes it a Class A1 misdemeanor to knowingly offer to buy, offer to sell, acquire, receive, 
sell, or otherwise transfer adult stem cells for valuable consideration; 

• prohibits licensing boards or entities responsible for Medicare certification from 
sanctioning physicians based on their recommendation that a patient have access to adult 
stem cell treatment;  

• prohibits State officials from interfering with eligible patients' access to adult stem cell 
treatment; and  

• clarifies that health insurance is not required to provide coverage for adult stem cell 
treatment. 

Effective: Applies to acts committed on or after December 1, 2019. 
 
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 1019, Confirm Floyd McKissick/Utilities Commission. This 
resolution confirms the appointment of Floyd B. McKissick, Jr., of Durham County to the North 
Carolina Utilities Commission for a new term beginning July 1, 2019, and expiring June 30, 2025. 
Sen. McKissick is a long-time member of the Legislature and is currently serving in the North 
Carolina Senate. Effective: October 31, 2019. 
 
SENATE BILL 29, Move Over Law/Increase Penalties/Amber Lights. This legislation amends the 
current Move Over Law which TRPNC worked on to include our members. The new law increases 
the penalty for those who cause serious injury or death from violating the State's Move Over Law, 
making it a Class F Felony (previously, a Class G Felony).  
 
The legislation also includes a long sought-after provision requested by the Towing and Recovery 
Professionals of NC that makes it unlawful for any vehicle to use a flashing or strobing amber-
colored light unless one of the following apply: 

• a law enforcement vehicle when in route to an emergency or when engaged in the chase or 
apprehension of violators of the law or of persons charged with or suspected of any 
violation; 

• a fire, rescue, first responder, or emergency response vehicle in route to an emergency 
situation, when traveling in response to a fire alarm or responding to any other incident 
warranting the use of emergency lights and siren; 

• when any vehicle, or vehicle's load exceeds a width of 102 inches, including oversize loads; 
• when the use of flashing or strobing lights is required by the Department of Transportation; 
• when the vehicle must travel 15 miles per hour or more below the posted speed limit for 

safety reasons or is otherwise impeding traffic which could cause a danger to the public, in 
performing the vehicle's intended service, including waste management vehicles, utility 
vehicles, school buses, farm equipment, mail delivery vehicles, or any vehicle being used 
in a work zone; 

• during a state of emergency declared by the Governor. 
The amber light provision above was included at the request of TRPNC and we worked with the 
legislative sponsors and various committee chairs to include this provision. Effective: 
December 1, 2019 and applies to offenses committed on or after.  
 
SENATE BILL 56, Revenue Laws Technical Changes. This legislation requires an out of state 
seller who, in the previous or current calendar year, made gross sales of more than $100,000 
sourced to North Carolina or who made 200 or more separate sales transactions sourced to this 
State to collect and remit North Carolina sales and use tax. Effective: March 20, 2019. 
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SENATE BILL 75, Restore Ct. of Appeals Membership. This legislation repeals a law passed in 
2017 that would require the abolition of vacant seats on the Court of Appeals until the Court is 
decreased to twelve. By eliminating that language, this new law restores the number of judges on 
the NC Court of Appeals to fifteen. Effective: February 27, 2019.  
 
SENATE BILL 86, Small Business Health Care Act. This legislation establishes standards for 
association health plans and Multiple Employer Welfare Arrangements (MEWAs), and will: 

• define a MEWA that is established or maintained by an association of employers classified 
by the United States Department of Labor as a bona fide group or association and is formed 
by a sponsoring association that meets the following requirements:  

o has a constitution or bylaws that provides for all of the following: regular meetings; 
collection of dues from members; and operation by a board of trustees that includes 
an owner, partner, officer, director, or employee of at least one of the employer 
members of the association; 

o has at least one substantial business purpose unrelated to the offering and providing 
of health insurance or other employee benefits to its employer members and their 
employees; 

o has a commonality of interest shared among the employers comprising the MEWA 
based on either of the following: (1) establishment by employers in the same trade, 
industry, line of business, or profession; or (2) being a statewide organization where 
each employer that is a member of the organization has a principal place of business 
that does not exceed the boundaries of the State or a metropolitan area that is at 
least partially within the State, even if that metropolitan area includes portions of 
other states; 

• define a sponsoring association as an association of two or more employer members that 
offer an employee welfare benefit plan as a MEWA. For purposes of this Chapter, a 
sponsoring association that meets the requirements of this Article shall be deemed to be a 
large employer; 

• prohibit, regardless of the domicile of the sponsoring association receiving the policy, a 
group health plan from being offered by a sponsoring association in this State unless it 
complies with the requirements of this Chapter; 

• provide that group health plans offered by a sponsoring association may only provide 
coverage to the following: (1) eligible employees of the employer member as defined; (2) 
the spouse or dependent children of any individual identified above; 

• require employer members, in order to obtain coverage for their employees under a group 
health plan offered by a sponsoring association, to commit to receiving and paying for 
benefits under the group health plan for at least one twelve-month policy period; 

• require any group health plan offered by a sponsoring association to meet all of the 
following requirements:  

o not be offered or advertised to the public generally; 
o provide a level of coverage equal to or greater than sixty percent (60%) of the 

actuarial value of allowed costs for covered benefits; and 
o provide coverage for hospital and physician services. 

• prohibit an insurer from delivering or issuing for delivery a group health plan to a 
sponsoring association or an employer member of a sponsoring association unless the 
sponsoring association meets certain solvency requirements; 

• prohibit a sponsoring association from conditioning eligibility for coverage, including 
continuing eligibility for coverage, on any of the following health-status factors: (1) health 
status; (2) medical condition, including both physical and mental illness; (3) claims 
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experience; (4) receipt of health care; (5) medical history; (6) genetic information; (7) 
evidence of insurability; or (8) disability; 

• allow an insurer or sponsoring association to make rating distinctions among its employer 
members based on factors other than health-status factors, such as industry, occupation, or 
geography, provided that the rating distinction is not directed at individual beneficiaries or 
based on a factor listed above; 

• provide that no limitations will be based on preexisting conditions; 
• provide that this section may not be construed to restrict the amount an insurer may charge 

for coverage under a group health plan offered to a sponsoring association under this 
section or to prevent an insurer from establishing premium discounts or modifying 
otherwise applicable co-payments or deductibles for a group health plan offered to a 
sponsoring association under this section in return for adherence to programs of health 
promotion and disease prevention; 

• provide that this statute does not preclude a sponsoring association from engaging a broker 
or agent licensed to sell insurance in this State for the purposes of reviewing and 
considering any group health plan offered to a sponsoring association under this section; 

• allow small employer carriers, insurers, subsidiaries of insurers, or controlled individuals 
of insurance holding companies to provide stop loss, catastrophic, or reinsurance coverage 
to small employers who employ fewer than 20 eligible employees (was, 26 eligible 
employees) as long as the coverage complies with the underwriting, rating, and other 
standards of the North Carolina Small Employer Group Health Coverage Reform Act; and 

• direct the Department of Insurance to conduct a study on the feasibility of submitting a 
1332 waiver request to the federal Department of Health and Human Services with the goal 
of allowing (1) working owners and (2) employers who have a principal place of business 
that does not exceed the boundaries of the State or a metropolitan area that is at least 
partially within the State (even if the metropolitan area includes portions of other states) to 
participate in a group health plan that is subject to large group market insurance 
requirements, and to report on its findings, including any recommended legislation, to the 
Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Health and Human Services no later than 90 
days from the effective date of this section. 

Effective: October 1, 2019, and applies to contracts entered into, amended, or renewed on or 
after January 1, 2020. This bill became law without the Governor’s signature. 
 
SENATE BILL 127, Protect Governmental Accountability. This legislation was approved by the 
Legislature in the wake of the Atlantic Pipeline Controversy and: (1) extends whistleblower 
protection to persons reporting improper government activity to agents and employees of 
legislative panels duly appointed by the President Pro Tempore and/or the Speaker of the House 
designated to conduct inquiries on their behalf; and (2) requires State officers, agents, agencies, 
and departments to provide information upon request to legislative panels or an agent or employee 
of a legislative panel. Effective: June 26, 2019. 
 
SENATE BILL 154, Authorize Sports Wagering on Tribal Lands. This legislation authorizes the 
placing of wagers on the outcome of professional and collegiate sports contests and on horse races 
(including simulcasting and off-track betting) on tribal lands in accordance with the Federal Indian 
Gaming Regulatory Act. Effective: July 26, 2019. 
 
SENATE BILL 162, Loan Origination/Late Payment Charge Changes. This legislation: 

• sets the maximum origination fee for a loan or credit extension with a principal amount of 
$100,000 or greater at 1/4 of 1% of the principal; 
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• sets out maximum origination fees of $100-250 depending on the principal amount for loan 
or credit extensions with a principal amount less than $100,000; 

• prohibits a loan or extension of credit with a principal amount of less than $5,000 from 
having an annual percentage rate that exceeds 36%, inclusive of the charge permitted and 
the interest rate provisions as provided; 

• specifies that annual percentage rate as used here is calculated using the standards 
established by the federal Truth in Lending Act and all regulations and rulings issued 
pursuant to that Act; 

• limits the application of these provisions to situations where the borrower is a natural 
person and the debt is incurred primarily for personal, family, or household purposes; 

• sets the following limitations on late payment charges, which under current law are capped 
at 4% of the amount of the payment past due: 

o a late payment charge may not exceed: (1) the amount disclosed to the borrower 
under the Federal Consumer Credit Protection Act, if applicable to the transaction; 
(2) for a loan or extension of credit that meets all of the following conditions, the 
greater of $35 or 4% of the amount of the payment past due: the loan or extension 
of credit is made by a bank or savings institution organized under the law of this 
state or the United States, the loan or extension of credit is not secured by real 
property, the loan or extension of credit is governed by GS 24-1.1, and loan or 
extension of credit has an original balance greater or equal to $1,500; 

o limits the charge to 4% of the amount of the payment past due for any other type of 
loan or extension of credit governed by GS 24-1.1 (concerning a loan, purchase 
money loan, advance, commitment for a loan or forbearance) or GS 24-1.1A 
(concerning home loans).  

Effective: April 1, 2019, and applies to contracts entered into, renewed, or modified on or 
after that date. 
 
SENATE BILL 199, Child Sex Abuse/Strengthen Laws. This legislation was filed to protect 
children from sexual abuse and amends the current law to strengthen and modernize sexual assault 
laws. The Act:  

• increases prosecutorial options when there are delayed reports of juveniles who are victims 
of violent offenses, sexual offenses, or child abuse;  

• expands the duty to report child abuse. Any person 18 years of age or older who knows or 
should have reasonably known that a juvenile has been or is the victim of a violent offense, 
sexual offense, or misdemeanor child abuse under statute shall immediately report the case 
of that juvenile to the appropriate local law enforcement agency in the county where the 
juvenile resides or is found. The report shall include information as is known to the person 
making it, including the name, address, and age of the juvenile; the name and address of 
the juvenile's parent, guardian, custodian, or caretaker; the name, address, and age of the 
person who committed the offense against the juvenile; the location where the offense was 
committed; the names and ages of other juveniles present or in danger; the present 
whereabouts of the juvenile, if not at the home address; the nature and extent of any injury 
or condition resulting from the offense or abuse; and any other information which the 
person making the report believes might be helpful in establishing the need for law 
enforcement involvement. The person making the report shall give his or her name, 
address, and telephone number. Any person 18 years of age or older, who knows or 
should have reasonably known that a juvenile was the victim of a violent offense, 
sexual offense, or misdemeanor child abuse under statute, and knowingly or willfully 
fails to report as required by this Act, or who knowingly or willfully prevents another 
person from reporting as required by this Act, is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor; 
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• protects children from online predators. – It is unlawful for a high-risk sex offender to do 
any of the following online:  

o communicate or contact a person that the offender believes is under 16 years of age; 
o pose falsely as a person under 16 years of age with the intent to commit an unlawful 

sex act with a person the offender believes is under 16 years of age; 
o use a website to gather information about a person that the offender believes is 

under 16 years of age; 
o use a commercial social networking website in violation of a policy, posted in a 

manner reasonably likely to come to the attention of users, prohibiting convicted 
sex offenders from using the site; 

• extends the statute of limitations for a civil action for child sexual abuse so that a plaintiff 
has until age twenty-eight to commence an action;  

• requires training related to child sexual abuse and sex trafficking for school personnel; 
• creates a new definition for "against the will of the other person" to allow persons to 

revoke consent in a manner that would cause a reasonable person to believe consent 
is revoked during intercourse or a sex act; 

• amends the current law to prohibit the knowing distribution of a beverage that contains a 
substance that could be injurious to a person's health; 

• amends the definition for the term "mentally incapacitated' to “a victim who due to any act 
is rendered substantially incapable of either appraising the nature of his or her conduct, or 
resisting the act of vaginal intercourse or a sexual act." 

• allows victims to appear and be heard by the court regarding a request for termination of 
the sex offender registration requirement; and  

• for the purposes of sex offender residential restrictions, clarifies the term "school" includes 
any construction project designated for use as a public school if the governing body has 
notified the sheriff or sheriffs with jurisdiction within 1,000 feet of the construction project 
of the construction of the public school.  

Effective: Except as otherwise provided, November 7, 2019.  
 
SENATE BILL 210, Organ & Tissue Donation/Heart Heroes. This legislation includes tissue 
donation as part of the driver’s license donor authorization. Effective: October 1, 2019. 
 
SENATE BILL 214, Ensure Orderly 2019 Elections. This legislation delays the requirements of 
the State’s new Voter ID law until 2020, and allowed the special elections in Congressional 
districts 03 and 09 to proceed without a Voter ID requirement in place. Effective: March 14, 2019. 
 
SENATE BILL 220, Removal of Political Signs by Citizens. This legislation:   

• provides that any political sign remaining in the right-of-way of the State highway system 
more than 30 days after the end of the period is deemed unlawfully placed and abandoned 
property, and allows a person to remove and dispose of such political sign without penalty;  

• requires municipalities adopting an ordinance regulating political sign placement to include 
the same provisions applicable to signs remaining in the right-of-way of streets located in 
the corporate limits of and maintained by the municipality; and 

• requires county boards of elections to ensure that each precinct voting place permits 
candidates at least 36 hours prior to the opening of the voting place and at least 36 hours 
after the close of the voting place to place and retrieve political advertising, and allows any 
political advertising placed outside the times specified to be removed by the property 
owner.  

Effective: December 1, 2019, and applies to offenses committed on or after that date. 
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SENATE BILL 321, Federal Motor Carrier Safety/PRISM. This legislation makes various changes 
to the State’s motor vehicle laws to incorporate requirements of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration's (FMCSA) Performance and Registration Information Systems Management 
(PRISM) Program. The Act:  

• allows the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to collect and maintain motor carrier or 
commercial motor vehicle data in a manner that complies with the PRISM Program; 

• requires DMV to deny registration of a vehicle of a motor carrier if the applicant fails to 
disclose material information required, if the applicant has made a materially false 
statement on the application, if the applicant has applied as a subterfuge for the real party 
in interest who has been issued a Federal out-of-service order; or if the applicant's business 
is operated, managed, or otherwise controlled by or affiliated with a person who is 
ineligible for registration; 

• requires denying registration for a vehicle that has been assigned for safety to a commercial 
motor carrier who has been prohibited from operating by the FMCSA or a carrier whose 
business is operated, managed, or otherwise controlled by or affiliated with a person who 
is ineligible for registration; 

• makes identical changes to the requirements concerning cancelling and rescinding 
registration of a vehicle of a motor carrier.  

Effective: Applies 90 days after the bill’s enactment on August 14, 2019. 
 
SENATE BILL 523, Rev. Laws Clarifying & Administrative Changes. This legislation makes 
various clarifying and administrative changes to the State’s revenue laws as follows: 
 
PART I. BUSINESS TAX CHANGES 

• provides that the manager of the business may not request a refund of an overpayment 
made on behalf of a nonresident owner or partner if the manager of the business has 
previously filed the return and paid the tax due; and  

• allows the nonresident owner or partner, on its own income tax return, to request a refund 
of an overpayment made on its behalf by the manager of the business. 

 
PART II. PERSONAL INCOME TAX CHANGES 

• modifies the "innocent spouse" provision to mirror the federal law and, therefore, provide 
relief from liability with respect to both underpayments of tax and understatements of tax. 

 
PART III. SALES AND USE TAX 

• defines "item" to create consistency and to avoid repeating the lengthy phrase "tangible 
personal property, digital property, and services" throughout the statutes, the term "item" 
is defined to include all three categories and replaces that phrase where it appears; 

• defines "certain digital property" as only certain kinds of digital property are currently 
subject to sales tax, specifically: audio works; audiovisual works; books, magazines, 
newspapers, newsletters, reports, or other publications; and photographs or greeting cards; 

• clarifies that the sales tax on admissions does not apply to charges to attend instructional 
seminars, conferences, or educational workshops where entertainment activity is provided 
as an ancillary purpose; 

• clarifies that a special election for a local option sales tax cannot be held within one year 
from the date of the last preceding election. 

 
PART IV. EXCISE TAX CHANGES 

• adds failure to maintain proper motor vehicle registration on a qualified motor vehicle as a 
reason the Secretary may refuse to license and issue a decal to a motor carrier. 
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PART V. TAX COMPLIANCE  
• allows the Department to impose the collection assistance fee 60 days after a tax debt is 

deemed collectible unless the taxpayer has arranged a payment plan; 
• directs the Revenue Laws Study Committee to study issues associated with the 

underreporting of sales tax by franchisees, including whether franchisors should be 
required to annually report certain information about their franchisees to the Department 
of Revenue. The Committee shall report any findings and make any legislative 
recommendations to the 2020 Regular Session of the 2019-2020 General Assembly. 

 
PART VI. GENERAL TAX ADMINISTRATION 

• expands the circumstances when a taxpayer may claim a tax refund outside the general 
statute of limitations; 

• clarifies that the date a taxpayer filed a federal amended return is presumed to be the date 
recorded by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 

Effective: July 26, 2019, except as otherwise provided. 
 
SENATE BILL 529, Fees/Returned Checks. This legislation increases from $25 to $35 the 
maximum processing fee a person who accepts a check in payment for goods or services may 
charge and collect for returned checks. Effective: October 1, 2019, and applies to checks dated 
on or after that date. 
 
SENATE BILL 557, Various Finance Law Changes. This legislation amends various finance laws 
to:  

• increase the standard income tax deduction from $20,000 to $21,500 for married, filing 
jointly/surviving spouse taxpayers; from $15,000 to $16,125 for heads of household; and 
from $10,000 to $10,750 for single and married, filing separately taxpayers (effective for 
taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2020); 

• require a corporate taxpayer electing to apportion its receipts from services based on the 
percentage of its income-producing activities performed in the state to use the statutory 
apportionment method unless the Department of Revenue authorizes an alternative 
method, and prohibit the apportionment fraction for a wholesale content distributor from 
being less than 2%;  

• amend the provisions regarding the apportionment of corporate income tax, to refer to a 
corporation's net worth, rather than a corporation's capital stock, surplus, and undivided 
profits, regarding apportioning a corporation's net worth to the state that is subject to Article 
4 (Income Tax); 

• direct the Utilities Commission to adjust the rate for public utilities, excluding water public 
utilities with less than $200,000 in annual operating revenues, for the above tax changes; 

• authorize the Revenue Laws Study Committee to review any tax provision set to sunset 
within one year of the beginning of the next regular legislative session to determine 
whether the sunset needs to be extended; 

• amend Section 3.9 of SL 2019-169, which modifies and adds to various tax laws, including 
those applicable to real property management, to remove the provision that deems the 
section's changes applicable to property management contracts entered into on or after the 
date the act became law, and instead, provide that the provisions of GS 105-164.15A, 
which details the administration of certain tax rate changes, apply to the implementation of 
the changes as if it is a decrease in the tax rate (applies retroactively to July 16, 2019); 

• define gross sales as the sum total of the sales price of all sales of tangible personal 
property, digital property, and services (was, of all sales of items); and 
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• direct the Department of Revenue to update its electronic tax systems to store and recognize 
power of attorney (POA) registrations to ensure that notices generated by the Department 
are simultaneously sent to the taxpayer and the designated POA, and require the 
Department to report by January 31, 2020, on its progress in updating the system. 

Effective: November 8, 2019, except as otherwise provided. 
 
SENATE BILL 574, Study Establish Gaming Comm/Sports Betting. This legislation directs the 
North Carolina State Lottery Commission to study issues related to gaming in North Carolina. The 
study will include the feasibility of authorizing and regulating sports betting, on-site betting at 
horse steeplechases, and the creation of a commission to provide oversight of gaming in this State. 
The Commission must contract with an independent third party to conduct research for the study, 
and report its findings and recommendations, including any proposed legislation, to the Joint 
Legislative Oversight Committee on the State Lottery on or before April 15, 2020. Effective: 
September 4, 2019. 
 
SENATE BILL 584, Criminal Law Reform. This legislation continues reform efforts to 
decriminalize many local ordinances and codes or determine whether the ordinances should be 
state laws. The new law: 

• amends the rule-making procedure to delay the effective date of rules that create a new 
criminal offense to either the 31st legislative day or the day of adjournment of the next 
regular session, whichever occurs first, unless disapproved by the General Assembly; 

• provides that no ordinance adopted on or after January 1, 2020 and before January 1, 2022 
by a county, city, or town that is required to report shall be subject to a criminal penalty as 
provided in G.S. 14-4 unless that county, city, or town submitted the required report on or 
before November 1, 2019; and 

• requires the General Statutes Commission to study the reports received and make 
recommendations regarding whether conduct currently criminalized by ordinance or rule 
should have criminal penalties provided by a generally applicable State law, and report to 
the 2019 General Assembly and to the Joint Oversight Committee on General Government 
on or before May 1, 2020. 

Effective: August 14, 2019. 
 
SENATE BILL 594, Register of Deeds Updates. This legislation  prohibits a person from including 
in an assumed business name the terms "corporation," "incorporated," "corp.," or "inc.," unless the 
entity is a corporation organized under GS Chapters 55 or 55A, along with the terms "limited 
liability company," "limited partnership," and "limited liability partnership. Effective: October 1, 
2019, and applies to instruments, certificates, and amended certificates submitted on or after 
that date. 
 
SENATE BILL 683, Combat Absentee Ballot Fraud. This legislation attempts to amend the law 
on absentee ballots to address the various issues surrounding the investigations and criminal cases 
for the 9th District Congressional Race as well as some changes to early voting. The new law:  

• requires that the official register of absentee requests, applications, and ballots issued, be 
confidential and not a public record until the opening of the voting place, at which time the 
register constitutes a public record; 

• requires the official register be opened to the inspection of any registered voter of the 
county within 60 days before and 30 days after an election in which absentee ballots were 
authorized, or at any other time when good and sufficient reason may be assigned for its 
inspection; 
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• clarifies that the State Board must require the county board of elections to transmit 
information in the official register and the required list to the State Board, and require the 
State Board or a county board of elections to inform the voter of the status of that voter's 
request for mail-in absentee ballots upon inquiry of the voter or the voter's near relative or 
verifiable legal guardian; 

• requires the packet that the county board of elections sends to a voter who submits a request 
form for an absentee application and absentee ballot, to also include a clear statement of 
the requirement for a photocopy of identification or an affidavit with the returned ballot; 

• provides that the request form for an absentee ballot must require one of the following: (1) 
the number of the applicant's NC drivers license; (2) the number of the applicant's special 
identification card for nonoperators; or (3) the last four digits of the applicant's Social 
Security number; 

• makes it a Class G felony to steal, release, or possess the official register of absentee request 
for mail-in absentee ballots before the opening of the voting place, for a purpose other than 
the conduct of business at the county board of elections; 

• provides that no earlier than the third Thursday before an election, in which absentee ballots 
are authorized, in which a voter seeks to vote and not later than 3:00 p.m. on the last 
Saturday before that election, the voter must appear in person only at the office of the 
county board of elections. Requires a county board of elections to conduct one-stop voting 
on the last Saturday before the election until 3:00 p.m.; 

• requires sites approved for one-stop voting be open on each week day during the required 
period from 8:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and require all one-stop sites to be open on the last 
Saturday before the election for the specified hours for that last Saturday.  

Effective: Except as otherwise provided, January 1, 2020, and applies to elections conducted 
on or after that date. 
 
SENATE BILL 686, Appointments Bill 2019. This legislation appoints persons to various public 
offices and commissions based upon the recommendation of the President Pro Tem of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House. Effective: July 16, 2019, unless otherwise provided. 
 
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 694, Adjourn 2019 Regular Session to November. This 
legislation: 

• adjourns the House and Senate session on October 31, 2019, and sets it reconvene on 
Wednesday, November 13, 2019, at 12:00 noon; 

• provides that during the regular session that reconvenes on Wednesday, November 13, 
2019, only the following matters may be considered:  

o bills responding to actions related to litigation concerning the districts for Congress, 
State House, and State Senate; 

o bills providing for the selection, appointment, or confirmation as required by law, 
including the filling of vacancies of positions for which the appointees were elected 
by the General Assembly upon recommendation of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, President of the Senate, or President Pro Tempore of the Senate; 

o bills providing for action on gubernatorial nominations or appointments; 
o adoption of conference reports for bills which were in conference on or before the 

date this resolution is adopted; and  
o a joint resolution further adjourning the 2019 Regular Session or amending a joint 

resolution adjourning the 2019 Regular Session to a date certain; 
• provides that when the House and Senate jointly adjourn the session convened on 

Wednesday, November 13, 2019, they stand adjourned to reconvene on Tuesday, January 
14, 2020, at 12:00 noon; and 

https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2019/Bills/Senate/PDF/S694v1.pdf
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• provides that during the regular session that reconvenes on Tuesday, January 14, 2020, 
only the following matters may be considered:  

o bills returned by the Governor with his objections under Section 22 of Article II of 
the North Carolina Constitution, but solely for the purpose of considering 
overriding of the veto upon reconsideration of the bill; 

o bills providing for the selection, appointment, or confirmation as required by law, 
including the filling of vacancies of positions for which the appointees were elected 
by the General Assembly upon recommendation of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, President of the Senate, or President Pro Tempore of the Senate; 

o bills providing for action on gubernatorial nominations or appointments; 
o bills responding to actions related to litigation concerning the districts for 

Congressional, State House, State Senate, judicial, municipal, county, and other 
elected officials' actions and any other litigation challenging the legality of 
legislative enactments; 

o adoption of conference reports for bills which were in conference on or before the 
date this resolution is adopted.; 

o bills addressing funding for and oversight of the Department of Transportation; 
o bills addressing access to health care;  
o bills providing for or modifying appropriations of State funds; and 
o a joint resolution further adjourning the 2019 Regular Session or amending a joint 

resolution adjourning the 2019 Regular Session to a date certain. 
Effective: October 31, 2019. 
 
 

BILLS VETOED BY THE GOVERNOR 
 
Governor Cooper vetoed 14 total bills during the 2019 session, none of which were overturned by 
the Legislature. We have included those bills, along with the override status for each chamber and 
the last action taken, in the chart below. 
 

Bill 
No. 

Title Veto 
Date 

Overridden Last Action 
House Senate 

S359 Born-Alive Abortion 
Survivors Protection Act 

04/18/19 No Yes House failed to override on 06/05/19 

H966 2019 Appropriations Act 06/28/19 Yes 
09/11/19 

 Re-referred to Senate Rules 
Committee on 10/31/19 

S392 Various Charter School 
Changes 

07/29/19   Referred to Senate Rules Committee 
on 08/01/19 

S320 Regional Water Systems 
and State Grants 

08/02/19   Referred to Senate Rules Committee 
on 08/05/19 

H370 Require Cooperation with 
ICE Detainers 

08/21/19   Re-referred to House Rules 
Committee on 08/22/19 

H645 Revisions to Outdoor 
Advertising Laws 

08/22/19   Re-referred to House Rules 
Committee on 08/22/19 

S438 Excellent Public Schools 
Act of 2019 

08/23/19   Re-referred to Senate Rules 
Committee on 08/26/19 

H555 Medicaid Transformation 
Implementation 

08/30/19  Yes 
09/11/19 

Re-referred to Senate Rules 
Committee on 10/31/19 

https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/s359
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/h966
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/s392
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/s320
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/h370
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/h645
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/s438
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/h555
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S553 Regulatory Reform Act of 
2019 

09/20/19   Re-referred to Senate Rules 
Committee on 10/31/19 

S250 Remove Foreign Citizens 
from Voting Rolls 

11/06/19   Referred to Senate Rules Committee 
on 11/13/19 

S354 Strengthening Educators’ 
Pay Act 

11/08/19   Referred to Senate Rules Committee 
on 11/13/19 

S578 Reduce Franchise 
Tax/Expand Film Grants 

11/08/19   Referred to Senate Rules Committee 
on 11/13/19 

H231 UNC & Community 
College Pay/Retiree Bonus 

11/08/19   Referred to Senate Rules Committee 
on 11/13/19 

H398 Information Tech. Budget/ 
2019-2021 Fiscal Biennium 

11/08/19   Referred to House Rules Committee 
on 11/13/19 

 
 

BILLS IN CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
 
Listed below are several bills that are currently in Conference Committee that the House and 
Senate have not been able to agree on, as well as the date and last action taken on each bill. 
 

Bill 
No. 

Title Date of 
Last Action 

Last Action Taken 

H633 Strengthen Criminal Gang Laws 10/31/19 Conference Committee Appointed 
S212 NC FAST/Early Child/Transformation/ 

ACH Assess. 
07/15/19 Conference Committee Appointed 

S217 Change Superior Ct. & District Ct. 
Numbers 

08/06/19 Conference Committee Appointed 

S315 North Carolina Farm Act of 2019 10/29/19 Conference Report Withdrawn 
S361 Healthy NC 08/27/19 Conference Committee Appointed 
S432 Birth Center & Pharm Benefits Mgr. 

Licensure 
11/13/19 Conferees Changed 

S476 Compt-Based Assess. & Mental 
Hlth/Teen Violence 

10/31/19 Conference Committee Appointed 

S681 Rural Health Care/Local Sales Tax 
Flex/Util. Acct. 

10/03/19 Conferees Reappointed 

 
 

JANUARY 14TH SESSION BILLS OF INTEREST 
 

SENATE BILL 622, Reduce Threshold/Medical Expense Deduction. This bill was filed during 
the one day session on January 14th, and would allow taxpayers to deduct medical and dental 
expenses that exceed 7.5% of their income, compared to the current threshold of 10%. The change 
would match North Carolina's tax code with a recent federal tax code change. The bill was 
introduced as a committee substitute in the House and then approved by the Full House but was 
not taken up by the Senate. Referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 354, Strengthening Educators’ Pay Act, would have given K-12 teachers a 3.9 
percent raise, on average, over two years, including the step increase that's already passed. That 
would have increased to an average of 4.4 percent if the Governor’s veto of the budget was 

https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/s553
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/s250
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/s354
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/s578
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/h231
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/h398
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/h633
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/s212
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/s217
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/s315
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/s432
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/s476
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2019/s681
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overridden and it became law. Governor Cooper vetoed the bill back in November, and the Senate 
failed to override the veto by a vote of 21-28 in the January 14th session. 
 
SENATE BILL 553, Regulatory Reform Act of 2019, would have enacted a series of regulatory 
changes, including provisions regarding apartment trash removal, temporary events in industrial 
districts, and piers and docks and septic systems. Governor Cooper vetoed the bill in September, 
and the Senate failed to override the veto by a vote of 28-21 in the January 14th session. 
 
 

- Colleen Kochanek 
TRPNC Legislative Counsel 
P.O. Box 1038 
Wake Forest, NC 27588 
919.809.5600 
colleen@kochaneklawgroup.com 
www.kochaneklawgroup.com i 
 
Alexander C. Miller, MSW 
Alex Miller Government Affairs 
5 W Hargett St., Suite 908 
Raleigh, NC 27610 
919.619.3360 
alex@alexmillernc.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

i THIS LEGISLATIVE REPORT IS A PUBLICATION OF KOCHANEK LAW GROUP AND IS A MEMBER 
BENEFIT OF TRPNC.  ANY USE OR REPRODUCTION OF THIS REPORT IS LIMITED TO TRPNC AND ITS 
MEMBERS. 
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