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 INTRODUCTION 

 

August was no summer holiday for legislators as they worked 

to meet a September 1st court-ordered deadline to draw new 

legislative maps.  Despite ongoing concerns from democrat 

legislators, the proposed new maps, which redrew most of the 

current legislative districts, were approved by a vote of 68-47 

in the House and 30-15 in the Senate.  The fate of the 

proposed maps now rests in the hands of federal judges who 

can either approve the maps or reject the maps and draw their 

own.   As legislators debated the new maps, we learned that at 

least two senators will not seek reelection.  Sen. Chad 

Barefoot announced that he will not seek reelection and will 

pursue other opportunities.  Sen. Bill Cook also announced 

that he will not run for reelection given the changes to his 

district.  (This makes at least 3 Senators not returning as 

Senator Tucker recently announced he would not be running 

again) 

 

Also during the special session, the General Assembly voted 

to override Governor Cooper’s veto of House Bill 770 and 

House Bill 140. House Bill 770 allows the legislature to add 

two seats to the Medical Board (taking those seats away from 

the Governor) and adjusts single-stream funding among the 

LME/MCOs but does not change the total bottom line already 

enacted in the 2017 budget.  House Bill 140 expands the use 

of credit property insurance by borrowers, a practice 

characterized by consumer advocates as predatory.  

 

Though fall typically provides an opportunity for legislators 

and lobbyists to catch their breaths and focus on interim 

oversight and study committees, that will not be the case this 

year.  The adjournment resolution adopted by the General 

Assembly before ending its second August special session 

calls legislators back to Raleigh for a new special session 

beginning October 4th.  This adjournment resolution got our 

attention because it is unusually lengthy and broad (please see 

our full summary below).  It allows legislators to pass 

legislation in the following areas: revision of judicial districts, 

bills proposing constitutional amendments, veto overrides, 

impeachment proceedings, election law bills, technical 

corrections bills, and bills that passed the Senate and House in 

different versions.  In other words, there is very little that will 

be out of bounds for the October session so we will have to be 

prepared for anything.   
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BILL UPDATES 

 

HOUSE BILL 56, Amend Various Environmental Laws, has been “in conference” (meaning a 

small group of House and Senate members has been working on a compromise package after 

each chamber passed a different version of the bill) since the end of the “long” session in late 

June. When the legislature came back into session earlier this month and passed a number of 

conference reports, H56 was expected to be acted on as well; however, due to the controversial 

nature of some of the provisions – including changes to the laws governing landfills and the 

repeal of a plastic bag ban that has been in place in coastal counties since 2009 – the bill was 

held over to this week’s session. When the conference report for H56 was released on August 

30
th

, a new provision had been added, appropriating $435,000 in new funding to monitor and 

study GenX, an unregulated chemical used to make Teflon and other products that has for years 

been dumped into the Cape Fear River by a Fayetteville plant. The company that owns the plant, 

Chemours, has said it stopped discharging GenX in June, and though the chemical is part of a 

family of toxic substances it is unclear if the discharge constituted a violation of state or federal 

environmental laws. Gov. Cooper had asked for $2.6 million for GenX monitoring and study, 

and Democrats blasted the majority for offering a fraction of that total, and for tying the vote on 

funding to the rest of House Bill 56. The conference report was approved by both chambers – 

though not by a veto-proof majority – and sent to the Governor. Governor Cooper has expressed 

displeasure with the funding amount and the tactics involved, but has not announced his 

intention to veto or sign the bill.  Effective: When the bill becomes law. 

 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 692, Adjourn August Redistricting Sess. & Reconvene. This 

joint resolution adjourns the session convened on Friday, August 18, 2017, until Wednesday, 

October 4, 2017, at noon. The joint resolution limits the matters that may be considered at the 

October 4
th

 session to the following (as you can see by the list below - basically everything is on 

the table for the October special session): 

 Bills: 

o Revising the judicial divisions of the State, the superior court districts, the district 

court districts, and the prosecutorial districts and the apportionment of judges and 

district attorneys among those districts and containing no other matter. 

o Revising districts for cities, counties, and other political subdivisions of the State 

and the apportionment of elected officials among those districts and containing no 

other matter. 

o Revising the Senate districts and the apportionment of Senators among those 

districts and containing no other matter. 

o Revising the Representative districts and the apportionment of Representatives 

among those districts and containing no other matter. 

 Bills: 

o Proposing an amendment or amendments to the North Carolina Constitution and 

containing no other matter. 

o Proposing an amendment or amendments to the North Carolina Constitution and 

containing no other matter other than statutory conforming changes to implement 

such bills. 

o Solely making statutory and transitional changes to implement bills under this 

subdivision. 

 Bills returned by the Governor with his objections under Section 22 of Article II of the 

North Carolina Constitution, but solely for the purpose of considering overriding of the 

veto upon reconsideration of the bill. 
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 Bills providing for selection, appointment, or confirmation as required by law, including 

the filling of vacancies of positions, for which appointees are elected by the General 

Assembly upon recommendation of the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

President of the Senate, or President Pro Tempore of the Senate. 

 Bills providing for action on gubernatorial nominations or appointments. 

 Bills providing for impeachment pursuant to Article IV of the North Carolina 

Constitution or Chapter 123 of the General Statutes. 

 Bills responding to actions related to litigation concerning the districts for Congressional, 

State House, State Senate, judicial, municipal, county, and other elected officials' actions 

and any other litigation challenging the legality of legislative enactments. 

 Bills returned on or after Wednesday, June 28, 2017, to the house in which the bill 

originated for concurrence. 

 Adoption of conference reports for bills which were in conference on or after 

Wednesday, June 28, 2017, and conferees had been appointed by both houses on or after 

that date. 

 Bills relating to election laws. 

 Bills making technical corrections to S.L. 2017-57 (Appropriations Act of 2017), SL 

2017-119 (Disaster Recovery Act of 2017), or both. 

 Local bills having passed third reading in the house in which introduced, received in the 

other house in accordance with Senate Rule 41 or House Rule 31.1(h), as appropriate, 

and not disposed of in the other house by tabling, unfavorable committee report, 

indefinite postponement, or failure to pass any reading, and which do not violate the rules 

of the receiving house. 

 A joint resolution further adjourning the 2017 Regular Session or amending a joint 

resolution adjourning the 2017 Regular Session to a date certain. 

When the House and Senate jointly adjourn the session convened on Wednesday, October 4, 

2017, they will stand adjourned to reconvene on Wednesday, May 16, 2018, at noon. Effective: 

August 31, 2017. 
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